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TWO  NEW  MEMBERS  ELECTED 
TO  AVILA  COLLEGE  BOARD 

Two  new  members  have  been  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Avila  College.  They  are  Sister  Helen  Zam- 
browicz,  C.S.J.,  and  John  McKelvey. 


Sister  Helen  is  principal  of  St.  Teresa’s  Academy  where 
she  was  assistant  principal  for  two  years  before  assuming 
the  principalship  this  year.  Sister  is  a graduate  of  Font- 
bonne  College  with  a B.S.  in  chemistry  and  an  M S.  in 
the  same  field  from  the  University  of  Notre  Dame.  She 
has  done  post-graduate  work  in  Educational  Administra- 
tion at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Milwaukee.  Sister 
is  a member  of  the  National  Association  of  Secondary 
School  Principals  and  the  Missouri  Association  of  Secon- 
dary School  Principals. 

John  McKelvey  is  executive  vice-president  of  Midwest 
Research  Institute  where  he  is  responsible  for  the  re- 


The  Board  of  Counselors  listen  to  a report  on  community  rela- 
tions by  John  O’Hern,  center.  Standing  are  (left  to  right)  Bob 
Reintjes,  Sr.  Olive  Louise,  Jerry  Powell,  Edmund  Smith  and 
Dick  Adams.  From  front  to  back  (left)  are  Mrs.  Roy  Martin, 
Miss  Dorothy  Whitfield,  Dick  Scott,  academic  dean  and  Ron 
Bennett,  director  of  development.  John  Kitchin,  Miss  Mary  Jo 
McCann,  Jim  Green  and  Jack  Fallon  are  shown  from  back  to 
front  on  the  right. 


search  operation  in  engineering  sciences,  physical  scien- 
ces, biological  sciences,  economics  and  management 
science  and  personnel  functions. 

Mr.  McKelvey’s  background  includes  corporate  and  in- 
stitutional planning,  community  and  regional  develop- 
ment programs,  environmental  economics  and  a number 
of  other  programs.  He  was  program  manager  of  the 
Long  Range  Planning  Service  at  Stanford  Research  Insti- 
tute where  he  developed  new  business  planning  concepts 
and  techniques.  Mr.  Kelvey  holds  membership  in  a num- 
ber of  professional  organizations  and  is  listed  in  “Who’s 
Who  in  Ecology,”  and  “American  Men  and  Women  of 
Science.”  Mr.  McKelvey  holds  a B.A.  in  Social  Science 
and  an  M B A.,  both  from  Stanford  University. 


ADMISSIONS  DEPARTMENT  TO 
STRIVE  FOR  BALANCED  GROWTH 

As  Avila  enjoys  its  steady  growth  in  enrollment  as 
evidenced  by  its  record  enrollment  of  1,067  this  fall,  it 
also  anticipates  a day  when  enrollment  will  reach  a max- 
imum point  which  will  provide  for  the  most  efficient  use 
of  its  facility,  quality  instruction  and  proper  interaction 
between  its  students.  To  achieve  that  interaction  and  to 
utilize  efficiently  its  faculty  and  facilities,  the  admissions 
department  is  working  to  achieve  a proper  balance  in  en- 
rollment between  the  eight  departments  on  campus. 

Avila’s  nursing  program  has  grown  while  filling  a need 
in  the  community  for  nurse  education  created  by  the 
closing  of  a number  of  area  hospitals’  programs.  Other 
professional  programs  such  as  medical  technology,  educa- 
tion and  business  have  made  advances.  In  the  meantime 
the  college  finds  that  its  liberal  arts  and  fine  arts  pro- 
grams have  not  grown  as  rapidly  even  though  the  qual- 
ity and  variety  offered  by  these  departments  has  con- 
tinued to  grow. 

The  intention  of  the  admissions  department  today 
is  to  place  greater  emphasis  on  attracting  students  inter- 
ested in  the  liberal  and  fine  arts.  In  many  upper  division 
courses  in  these  departments  there  are  three  to  six  stu- 
dents which  does  not  provide  as  good  a student  inter- 
action as  might  be  possible  with  larger  numbers  and 
which  is  not  financially  viable. 

A cooperative  effort  between  the  admissions  depart- 
ment, the  faculty  and  students  is  being  made  to  attract 
students  who  are  interested  in  the  liberal  and  fine  arts. 
Funds  donated  by  friends  of  the  college  are  currently  pro- 
viding local  advertising  intended  to  call  attention  to 
Avila’s  existence  and  its  eight  departments  of  study. 
Alumni  and  friends  of  the  college  can  assist  further  by 
encouraging  liberal  and  fine  arts  students  to  look  into 
Avila  and  its  programs. 


266  AREA  STUDENTS  ATTEND  LAST  FISCAL  YEAR  BRINGS  OVER 

BUSINESS  CAREER  SEMINAR  HALF  MILLION  IN  DONATIONS 


The  Business  Career  Seminar  recently  sponsored  by 
the  business  department  attracted  266  area  high  school 
and  community  college  students  and  faculty  to  Avila  to 
hear  local  business  men  and  women  discuss  career  op- 
portuhities. 

Topics  presented  were  accounting,  banking,  insurance, 
investments,  management,  personnel,  public  relations/ad- 
vertising, real  estate  and  sales/marketing.  Students  re- 
ceived certificates  indicating  their  participation  in  the 
program.  Student  evaluation  forms  indicate  many  appre- 
ciated “getting  to  see  Avila,”  and  the  exposure  to  “a 
small,  private,  liberal  arts  college.” 


Sister  Paulette  Gladis,  chairman  of  the  business  department, 
talks  with  Robert  H.  Gaynor,  vice  president  and  general  man- 
ager of  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  before  his 
luncheon  address  to  seminar  participants. 


Bernard  Dickens,  executive  director  of  St.  Joseph  Hospital  and 
member  of  Avila's  Board  of  Counselors,  answers  students’  ques- 
tions as  Mrs.  Phyllis  Goodman  of  the  business  department  as- 
sists. Mr.  Dickens  conducted  the  seminar  on  management. 


Editor’s  note:  The  history  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  of 
Carondelet  is  a colorful  one.  It  is  of  particular  interest  to 
those  associated  with  Avila  which  is  one  of  the  institu- 
tions sponsored  by  the  Sisters.  With  this  edition,  we 
begin  a series  of  articles  relating  the  history  of  the  Sis- 
ters and  their  role  of  sponsorship. 

SISTERS  OF  ST.  JOSEPH  RECORD 
323  YEARS  OF  COLORFUL  HISTORY 

by  Sister  Felice  Helmes 

In  seventeenth  century  France,  women  in  religious  or- 
ders were  cloistered,  never  leaving  their  convents.  There- 
fore, the  community  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  which 
was  founded  in  1650,  was  an  innovation  in  the  Church.  A 
Jesuit  priest,  Father  John  Peter  Medaille,  under  the 
patronage  of  Henry  de  Maupas,  the  Bishop  of  Le  Puy, 
dared  to  begin  this  new  type  of  community.  The  work  of 
the  sisters,  that  of  helping  the  sick,  the  poor,  the  unedu- 

(continued  on  page  4) 


by  Ron  Bennett, 

Director  of  Development 

The  Avila  College  Magazine  includes  in  its  readership 
alumni,  friends  and  parents  who,  during  the  year,  have 
generously  made  donations  to  the  college.  Special  note 
should  also  be  made  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  of 
Carondelet  who  unselfishly  donate  a substantial  share  of 
their  earnings  back  to  Avila  and  who,  more  importantly, 
provide  a spiritual  contribution  to  the  Avila  community. 

The  fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30,  1973,  was  a good 
one  for  Avila.  Donations  of  various  kinds  amounted  to 
$586,743.  In  addition  we  received  $56,745  in  grants  from 
the  Federal  Government.  In  keeping  with  your  wishes  the 
funds  were  applied  as  follows: 


Current  operations  $246,991 

Goppert  Theater/Borserine 

Nurse  Education  Center  320,068 

Endowment  funds  7,839 

Scholarship  funds  11,845 

TOTAL  $586,743 


Equally  important  to  the  amount  of  money  contributed 
is  the  use  to  which  the  funds  are  put.  Competition  for 
charitable  contributions  is  very  stiff.  Avila  endeavors  to 
assure  its  donors  that  in  keeping  with  its  operating  and 
management  philosophy  the  funds  entrusted  to  it  will  be 
used  as  efficiently  as  possible  to  carry  out  the  intended 
programs.  Last  year  of  the  $246,991  donated  for  current 
operations,  $157,254  were  provided  by  the  Sisters.  These 
funds  were  used  to  subdize  the  difference  between  the 
cost  of  education  and  tuition  charged,  and  to  help  main- 
tain the  educational  excellence  Avila  has  become  known 
for. 

As  the  college  grows  the  educational  services  provid- 
ed continue  to  increase.  The  new  building,  paid  for  in 
part  by  funds  designated  above,  will  provide  badly  need- 
ed classroom  and  administrative  space  for  students  in  the 
dramatic  arts,  music  and  nursing. 

One  of  Avila’s  greatest  needs  is  for  endowment  funds 
and  scholarship  funds.  Its  only  endowment  is  the  Scho- 
larship Sponsors  Endowment  Fund  which  has  just  under 
$100,000  in  assets.  All  endowment  contributions  go  to 
this  endowment,  the  interest  being  used  to  provide  scho- 
larships. The  President’s  Scholarship  Club  provides  funds 
for  scholarships  through  its  annual  dues,  the  full  amount 
of  which  is  used  for  financial  aid  to  students.  Last  year 
$11,845  was  donated  for  scholarships  by  friends  of  the 
college,  including  endowment  earnings,  while  Avila  was 
called  upon  to  spend  $92,887  for  its  operating  funds  to  as- 
sist students.  Without  your  contributions  for  current 
operating  funds  and  scholarship  funds  many  of  our  stu- 
dents might  be  without  a college  education. 

MAGAZINE  HAS  NEW  EDITOR 
AND  STUDENT  PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Mrs.  Margy  Veatch  has  joined  the  Avila  staff  as  di- 
rector of  public  relations  and  editor  of  the  Avila  College 
Magazine.  Margy  is  a graduate  of  Loretto  Heights  Col- 
lege in  Denver  with  a B.A.  in  English.  She  served  as  di- 
rector of  alumnae  relations  at  Loretto  Heights  and  has 
taught  in  secondary  and  elementary  schools  in  Denver 
and  Wichita,  Kansas.  Margy  acted  as  a volunteer  in  pub- 
lic information  for  the  American  Cancer  Society  in  Wi- 
chita for  two  years.  She  and  her  husband  and  two  child- 
ren have  resided  in  Kansas  City  for  the  past  two  years. 

Another  change  in  the  magazine  can  be  seen  in  this 
issue  in  the  use  of  student  photography  on  pages  1 and 
3.  Avila’s  photography  students,  under  the  direction  of 
art  faculty  member  Jim  Craig,  will  be  photographing  up- 
coming events  for  the  magazine. 


Gaylin  Thomas  goes  through  a vocal  exercise  with  students  Fran 
Gracheck,  freshman,  and  Janet  White,  senior  (left  to  right). 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT  OFFERS 
LEARNING  AND  PERFORMANCE 

Music  as  a performing  art  has  more  than  one  meaning 
in  Avila’s  music  department.  It  means  accomplishment 
in  course  work  in  music  education  and  music  theory, 
and  it  means  the  opportunity  to  perform  in  a variety  of 
programs  on  campus. 

Guiding  the  academic  program  and  providing  the  op- 
portunities for  solo  performance  are  Sister  de  La  Salle, 
chairman;  Gaylin  Thomas,  voice,  and  Robert  Thompson, 
organ.  Sister  de  La  Salle,  who  has  a doctorate  from  the 
Eastman  School  of  Music,  has  taught  music  for  28  years 
beginning  with  the  old  St.  Teresa  College  and  its  aca- 
demy and  on  to  Avila.  She  initiated  the  Diocesan  Music 
Festival  for  grade  and  high  school  students  which  began 
in  1947.  In  addition  to  her  teaching  duties  Sister  acts 
as  guest  lecturer  with  the  International  Fine  Arts  Festival 
which  performs  throughout  Europe  during  the  summer 
months.  Gaylin  Thomas  is  executive  director  of  the  Fes- 
tival and  a member  of  the  Kansas  City  Lyric  Opera.  Rob- 


TEN  STUDENTS  RECEIVE  AID 
THROUGH  SCHOLARSHIP  SPONSORS 

The  Scholarship  Sponsors  Endowment  Fund  reports 
that  $94,500  has  been  invested  to  date  with  the  earnings 
providing  financial  aid  to  ten  students  this  year. 

Members  of  the  Scholarship  Sponsors  met  at  a recent 
luncheon  for  a business  report  and  to  hear  Sister  Betty 
Curtis  White,  instructor  at  Avila  in  the  religious  studies 
department,  give  a slide  presentation  entitled  “Women  of 
Sinai.” 

The  Scholarship  Sponsors  have  a goal  of  $250,000  to 
provide  an  endowment  for  the  college.  Membership  is 
$50  a year.  Officers  of  the  group  are  Mrs.  Ole  Jensen, 
president;  Mrs.  Maurice  O’Sullivan,  Sr.,  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Albert  Ridge,  secretary  and  Mrs.  Edward  Thornhill, 
treasurer. 

The  group  was  formed  in  1962  with  Mrs.  Edwin  Clark- 
son and  Mrs.  Helen  Reedy  as  co-chairmen  and  the  late 
Mrs.  John  W.  Foyle  as  secretary-treasurer.  Scholarship 
Sponsors  is  the  oldest  organization  on  campus.  The  board 
of  directors  are  Mrs.  William  Altman,  Mrs.  Louis  Bor- 
serine,  Mrs.  Harold  Budke,  Mrs.  Merribel  Ganley,  Mrs. 
James  Green,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Maurice  O’Sullivan,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Al- 
bert Ridge,  Mrs.  Edmund  Smith  and  Mrs.  Stephen  Ziller. 
Mrs.  Altman  has  served  on  the  board  until  September  of 
this  year. 

A brunch  featuring  scholarship  winners  and  new  mem- 
bers of  the  Scholarship  Sponsors  Endowment  Fund  is 
planned  for  spring. 


Janet  White,  music  education  major,  strums  the  auto  harp  and 
Debbie  White,  a sophomore  in  special  education,  plays  the  melo- 
dica  while  Sister  de  La  Salle  keeps  time. 


ert  Thompson  is  chairman  of  the  diocesan  music  com- 
mittee, director  of  music  at  St.  Augustine’s  church  and 
director  of  liturgy  at  St.  John’s  Seminary. 

The  current  feature  of  the  department  is  a “noon-time 
musicale”  presented  on  the  last  Friday  of  each  month  in 
the  alumni  lounge  in  Marian  Center.  The  winter  con- 
cert, to  be  held  in  the  chapel  of  Foyle  Hall  on  Dec.  9 
at  7:30  p.m.,  will  feature  the  girls’  glee  club  under  the 
direction  of  Gaylin  Thomas  and  the  Kansas  City  Catholic 
Chorale  under  the  direction  of  Robert  Thompson  and  Sis- 
ter de  La  Salle.  The  Chorale  is  a volunteer  mixed  chorus 
which  meets  on  Monday  nights  on  a credit  or  non-credit 
basis.  It  affords  an  opportunity  to  alumni  and  other  per- 
sons to  take  up  again  their  interest  in  singing. 

Other  musical  productions  planned  for  later  in  the  year 
are  a musical  to  be  presented  in  conjunction  with  the 
theater  department,  a fine  arts  repertoire  and  a faculty 
recital  featuring  Gaylin  Thomas  and  Robert  Thompson  on 
Jan.  30  at  12  noon  in  the  chapel. 

The  department  is  awaiting  completion  of  the  Goppert 
Theater/Borserine  Nurse  Education  Center  in  the  spring 
of  1974.  Included  in  the  building  is  a music  section  with 
four  studios,  five  practice  rooms,  one  listening  room  and 
one  aM-purpose  room  for  student  recitals  which  will  seat 
about  35.  All  rooms  will  be  sound-proofed.  Additional 
practice  pianos  will  be  needed  for  the  new  quarters.  Any- 
one wishing  to  donate  an  unwanted  piano  in  good  condi- 
tion may  contact  the  department.  Donations  would  be 
appreciated  and  are  tax  deductible. 
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Trustees:  Alfred  J.  Blasco,  Chairman  of  the  Board;  Sr.  Mary  Lau- 
rent Duggan,  Sr.  Olive  Louise  Dallavis,  Norman  P.  Gordon,  Ole 
C.  Jensen,  William  D.  Webb,  Vita  Goppert,  Julian  Knopke,  Sr. 
Mona  Marie  Buergler,  Sr.  Helen  Zambrowicz,  John  McKelvey. 
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HISTORY  OF  SISTERS  OF  SAINT  JOSEPH 

(continued  from  page  2) 


cated,  and  orphans,  must  have  filled  a real  need,  for  the 
community  spread  quickly  throughout  France  until  the 
time  of  the  French  Revolution  in  1789. 

At  that  time  convents  were  pillaged,  sisters  dispersed 
and  arrested,  and  five  sisters  were  guillotined.  On  the 
eve  of  the  day  set  for  her  execution,  Mother  St.  John 
Fontbonne  was  saved  by  the  overthrow  of  Robespierre. 
Thirteen  years  later  she  restored  the  congregation  in 
Lyons,  France,  and  it  was  she  who  sent  the  first  Sisters  of 
St.  Joseph  to  America  in  1836.  They  came  in  response  to 
a request  from  the  bishop  of  St.  Louis,  Bishop  Joseph 
Rosatie,  C M.,  to  open  a school  for  the  deaf  — a school 
which  is  still  in  existence  today  and  is  internationally 
recognized  for  its  work,  St.  Joseph's  Institute  for  the 
Deaf. 

The  congregation  grew  and  spread  throughout  main- 
land United  States,  and  more  recently  to  Hawaii,  Japan 
and  Peru.  Today  it  numbers  about  4,500  members 
who  work  in  six  colleges,  300  elementary  and  secondary 
schools,  child  care  and  other  types  of  homes,  religious 
education  programs  and  fourteen  hospitals.  There  are 
also  some  sisters  who  are  engaged  today  in  an  ever-in- 
creasing number  of  social  apostolates. 

In  the  United  States  the  congregation  is  divided  geo- 
graphically into  four  provinces:  St.  Louis,  St.  Paul,  New 
York  and  Los  Angeles.  Kansas  City  is  part  of  the  St. 
Louis  province,  which  stretches  from  Indianapolis  to  Den- 
ver, and  from  Hancock,  Michigan,  to  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
The  sisters  came  to  Kansas  City  from  St.  Louis  in  1866. 

Each  work  has  a story  of  its  own  in  the  various 
cities  where  the  sisters  established  an  institution  to  carry 


More  tools  are  needed  by  the  speech  and  theater 
departments  for  building  sets.  Last  issue  a few  of 
the  items  were  listed.  The  remaining  being  sought 
are  3/8  inch  sockets,  bolt  cutter,  wood  vise,  metal 
vise,  c-clamps  and  belt  sander.  An  acetylene  torch, 
arc  welder,  pneumatic  staple  gun,  hammer  drill, 
braising  rod,  welding  rod  and  bar-clamps  complete 
the  list.  If  you  have  any  of  the  above  and  would  like 
to  donate  them  to  the  department  call  Ron  Coles  at 
942-3204  ext.  4.  All  donations  are  tax  deductible  and 
would  be  appreciated. 


out  their  ministry.  And  these  stories,  true  ones,  in  a way 
reveal  the  spirit  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph.  One  example 
is  taken  from  the  diary  of  Mother  Monica  Corrigan  writ- 
ten in  1870.  It  includes  the  dates  May  7 to  May  26,  the 
length  of  time  it  took  the  six  sisters  and  their  driver  to 
travel  from  San  Diego  to  the  new  mission  which  was 
being  opened  in  Tucson,  Arizona.  They  crossed  the  desert 
in  a wagon  too  small  for  all  to  ride  inside.  Along  the  road 
they  passed  many  graves  of  persons  recently  killed  by 
the  Indians.  They  saw  skeletons  of  herds  of  cattle  which 
had  perished  from  the  heat.  The  following  is  an  excerpt 
from  Mother  Monica’s  diary.  It  concerns  the  early  part  of 
their  journey.  She  wrote: 

"We  travelled  until  noon,  rested  until  4 p.m.,  and  then 
travelled  until  midnight.  It  was  then  cool  and  pleasant; 
the  moon  shone  brightly;  we  walked  and  rode  alternately. 
As  we  walked  along  we  chanted  a hymn.  We  sang  all  the 
time,  and  imagined  St.  Joseph  in  our  company  . . . pro- 
tecting us.  At  midnight  we  reached  a ranch.  We  would  not 
have  refused  some  refreshment,  but  for  us  there  was 
none.  We  lay  down  in  a corner  of  the  stable  and  rested 
until  4 a.m. 

"We  resumed  our  journey  until  9:30  a.m.  when  we 
came  to  another  ranch.  The  proprietor  showed  us  great 
kindness;  we  were  at  once  accommodated  with  water  to 
wash,  refreshment  we  sorely  needed,  as  we  had  not 
washed  since  we  left  San  Diego  four  days  ago.  You  may 
imagine  our  condition  after  our  weary  trip.  One  of  the 
sisters  wore  low  shoes;  her  feet  and  ankles  were  very 
painful,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  she  removed  her 
stockings,  as  they  stuck  to  the  flesh  with  the  blood 
which  had  congealed  there.  She  advises  all  sisters  com- 
ing to  Arizona  to  provide  themselves  with  very  high 
boots  in  order  to  avoid  the  like  disaster. 

“At  6 p.m.  we  resumed  our  journey  and  travelled  until 
3 o’clock  the  next  morning.  Although  nearly  overcome 
with  fatigue,  everyone  was  cheerful  and  full  of  courage. 
We  then  arrived  at  a ranch.  The  man  offered  us  the  far 
room  to  sleep  in,  but  we  said  we  preferred  the  stable. 
He  replied:  There  are  40  men  in  the  stable.’  Six  of  them 
gave  us  their  places,  and  in  the  twinkle  of  an  eye  we 
were  fast  asleep,  and  we  did  not  wake  until  7 a.m.  We 
then  saw  the  place  we  were  in  — 40  men  sure  enough 
and  as  many  Indians.  Nevertheless,  they  all  treated  us 
with  great  kindness.” 


ALUMNI  NEWS 


BIRTHS 

CLASS  ’63 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  Owens  (Catherine  Butler), 
a daughter,  Megan  Patrice,  on  October  8 in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri. 

CLASS  70 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gary  John  Klein  (Christine  Ann  Lutz),  a 
daughter,  Leslie  Jeanne,  on  September  11  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri. 

WEDDINGS 

CLASS  70 

Patricia  Ann  Comiskey,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Comiskey,  to  Ralland  Aaron  Walters  on  June  9 at 
Rocky  Mountain  National  Park,  Colorado. 


CLASS  71 

Cindy  Adler,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Adler, 
to  Rod  Hooker  on  November  2 at  Sacred  Heart  Church, 
Florissant,  Missouri. 


DEATHS 

CLASS  ’34 

Dr.  Roland  Horace  Myers,  Sr.,  husband  of  Mrs.  Ro- 
land H.  Myers  (Jeanne  Gier),  on  October  15  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

CLASS  ’61 

Mr.  Hermann  A.  Gastreich,  father  of  Mrs.  Edward  E. 
White  (Ursula  Gastreich),  on  October  7 in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri. 


